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Guest Editorial

The Decline of Good Reading
A. W. Tozer
of the average evangelical Christian
States, as far as I have been able to
observe them, are so wretchedly bad as actually to arrest
the spiritual development of the individual believer and
block the progress of the faith he professes to hold.
So powerful is the effect of the printed page on human
character that the reading of good books is not only a
privilege but an obligation, and the habitual reading of
poor ones a positive tragedy.
Of course I do not here refer to the output of the
yellow press. I think we may safely assume that no true
Christian would stoop to read the under-the-counter literary obscenities of the corner newsstand or the hole-inthe-wall bookstore. By "poor" books I mean the religious
trash being turned out these days by the various publishers under the name of Christian. Tons of this stuff are
produced each year to satisfy a market which a previous
output has in large measure helped to create.
This religious rubbish is mostly fiction and serves three
ends: it helps to fatten the bank account of the evangelical
"novelist" who writes it; it keeps the publishers in business;
and it feeds the depraved, or at least underdeveloped,
appetites of the demi-Christians who find serious reading
hard going but who lap up the denatured pabulum of the
press as avidly as a kitten laps cream. And if I were
allowed a choice I would go along with the kitten, for
cream is both tasty and nutritious, while the average
religious novel is wholly lacking in nutriment and is found
palatable only by those persons whose taste buds have
been debauched by prolonged exposure to Christian literature which is, if the truth were told, neither Christian
nor literature.
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HE READING HABITS

Were a Christian to backslide and read a bad book
secretly, as the proverbial schoolboy is said to read the
dime novel behind his geography book, one could hope
that he might later come to himself and leave the swine
pen for the father's house; but what are we to say when
bad books become part of the approved curriculum for
evangelical Christians in almost all churches? What can
we do when books of a mental level not above nine years
are hailed as master works and given rave reviews in the
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religious press? What are we to say when the melodramatic
love stories and spine-chilling adventures of a generation
ago are retold by our modern religious writers with a bit
of pious dialogue sandwiched in between torrid love embraces or "drop-thet-gun-podner" artificialities to sanctify
what would otherwise be a wholly evil production?
Being free from external compulsion, the Christian public quite naturally reads what it likes; and apparently it
likes inferior religious literature. Should the conscience
protest against the waste of time and energy involved in
chronic addiction to literary trivialities, it is soon subverted
by the argument that practically everyone approves such
stuff, most religious publishers produce it and all the bookstores sell it. So what chance does one feeble conscience
have against such tremendous odds?
All this accords with the false philosophy current among
us which holds that to read anything religious is better
than nothing, so we continue to produce literary mediocrities, vapid, amateurish, illiterate, and dedicated to the
proposition that anything goes if only somewhere in the
book someone makes the point that everybody ought to be
born again. No matter how impossible the book in style
and substance, if it puts in a dutiful plug for the gospel
now and then, the evangelical leaders will bless it with their
imprimatur and nihil obstat.
Why does the gospel Christian of today find the reading
of great books almost beyond him? Is the intellectual
capacity of the evangelical inferior to that of his spiritual
progenitor of two hundred years ago?
The answer to the first question is somewhat complicated, but the second can be answered easily and correctly
with an emphatic "No." Intellectual powers do not wane
from one generation to another. We are as smart as our
forefathers. Any thought they could entertain we can entertain if we are sufficiently interested to make the effort.
The major cause of the decline in the quality of current
Christian literature is not intellectual; it is spiritual. To
enjoy a great religious work requires a degree of consecration to God and detachment from the world that few
modern Christians have experienced.
Rather than climb the mountain we choose to dig our
shallow caves a few feet above the floor of the valley. Our
spiritual moods and emotions are degraded. We eat and
drink and rise up to play. We take our religious instruction in the form of stories, and anything that requires meditation bores us. And writers and publishers contribute to
our delinquency by providing us with plenty of religious
nothing to satisfy our carnal appetite.
O ye Americans, our mouth is open unto you, our heart
is enlarged!
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A STRATEGY FOR OUTREACH
is hard-hitting, high-lights inside weaknesses of a
church's program. Suggestions for correction point
the way.

"When every pastor and congregation begin to
take a good, hard look at how they will reach their
community for Christ we will have touched upon
a vital reason for the churches' declining influence
upon their communities."

1. Does the church have a good location? Is the
church viewed by hundreds of people each day or is
it situated on a lightly traveled side street? Does the
present location lessen your potential due to some natural
boundaries like a river, railroad tracks, a super highway?
Is your church easily accessible to those who may have to
depend on public transportation? Is there sufficient' land
for parking and future expansion?
If the location of your church seems to be a definite
hindrance in your effort to reach the community, prayerful
consideration needs to be given to the possibility of relocation.
2. Are the church facilities sufficient to care for those
who may be won for Christ? Is there adequate seating in the
sanctuary? Are there enough classrooms? What about
the nursery? Most nurseries I have seen are not a very
inviting place for parents to leave their babies. A nursery
should be one of the most attractive areas in the church and
certainly one of the cleanest. What about equipment and
teaching aids? Your church may need to consider a remodeling or building program. Proper facilities are essential if you expect to conserve results.

six years I have served my denomination in
Fchurches
a capacity that has given me opportunity to observe
both within and without my own fellowship.
OR THE PAST

From these observations I have come to certain convictions
about churches and their efforts to reach people. These
convictions have so gripped my own heart that I would
have to abandon some of my "pet" pastoral techniques of
the past if I were to return to the pastorate today. Many
churches are not effectively winning people to Christ, yet
they go on doing the same things and making the same
mistakes. They desperately need a strategy for outreach!
It is not always easy to stir a church to the importance
of outreach, unfortunately. The question of how more
people can be won to Christ often comes only after a
church realizes Sunday school attendance is running less
than the previous year. Even so, when the question does
arise, there is an uncertainty about just what should be
done to give the church a new thrust into the community.
My own feelings can best be summarized by two
words—conserve and contact—in that order. It may seem
strange to speak of conserving results before speaking of
making contact with the unsaved but I am convinced
that this is the proper order.
Every magazine circulation manager knows the importance of conserving results. One of the best ways to
increase circulation is to "plug the leaks." Keep those
who are already subscribers. Likewise the church needs to
put forth every effort possible to conserve those who have
been reached with the gospel.
This means that a pastoral ministry should be longrange. We cannot be content to think only of the immediate
contacts which we might make for Christ. We must be
willing, in the first two or three years of any pastorate,
to invest a great deal of time and effort in preparing our
church to conserve results. Even then we must forever
work at the task. It is most important and should never be
taken lightly.
What do I mean when I speak of preparing the church
to conserve results? There is no simple answer. It could
mean many things. What would be needed in one church
would not necessarily be true of another. Here is a brief
check list, however, to give you the idea.
The writer, executive secretary of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, serves actively in the work of NAE.
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A STRATEGY

3. What about the Sunday school? Are the students
graded for the most effective learning experience? Are
teachers capable and prepared? I have always believed
that if parents were willing to get up on Sunday morning
and bring their children to Sunday school, the church in
return should see to it that there is a prepared teacher
ready to teach each child.
To conserve results, gaps which exist in the Sunday
school must be corrected. It might mean that a teacher
training program will have to be started and maintained
over a period of several months.
4. What about the young people's program? Does it
effectively reach and hold teen-agers? Are the weekly
or monthly meetings routine and monotonous or do they
really come to grips with problems facing teen-agers today?
Are a fair portion of your teen-agers ultimately giving
themselves for Christian service? Unless we succeed in
capturing the energy and talent of our young people for
Christ, we can never expect to have a growing church.
5. What about training for new converts? Are new converts left to get along as best they can or is there a
systematic program whereby every new convert is encouraged in their Christian experience and carefully taught
the importance of Bible study, prayer, witnessing, worship
and stewardship?
To conserve new converts, a program of training is
needed. When properly trained, new converts will be
some of the most enthusiastic members within the church.
This can be done through a pastor's class on Sunday
evenings or mature Christians may go into the homes of
(3)

new converts once a week to guide them in a study of
God's Word.
The list could go on and on, but this is sufficient to
show what I mean. If we expect to extend the outreach
of our church, we must be willing to prayerfully review
our local church situation and then do whatever needs to
be done in order to conserve results. It will pay big
dividends in bur efforts to win others.
Once we have prepared our church to conserve results,
we are then ready to launch an all-out effort to win those
in the community who are without Christ. Churches grow
in direct proportion to the number of members actively
witnessing for Christ, so we need to enlist every member
in this great cause.
At the same time, we must determine how our church
can most effectively reach people of the community. Here
we may have to break with tradition. Change, of course, is
not always easy since change in procedure is sometimes
viewed as a compromise of faith or convictions. But the
important thing is to reach people for Christ and I do not
believe we should limit the Spirit of God to our present

FOR OUTREACH
Billy

Melvin

way of doing things. He may desire to lead us into
something different.
Neither should we fall for the mistaken idea that what
works in one church will work in another. Some pastors
I know have gone to great expense and trouble to visit
some large church and question the pastor about how that
particular church operates. They have the idea that if they
return home and duplicate what that church is doing,
their church will be a growing church. But this is not
necessarily so, as some of these pastors have discovered.
- This is not to discount the value of learning from
successful pastors who have done a job but rather to
emphasize that a technique used successfully in one community may not work in another. Situations differ. Communities differ. The answer is for pastors and congregations
to be creative in their approach to the problem of how they
can best reach their community for Christ. Here are some
creative ways in which some churches have tackled the
problem.
A church in the Detroit area, where most of the men
were involved in shift work, arranged a morning visitation
program. The men who worked on the afternoon and night
shifts were able to go out and make contacts for the
church. This gave these men an opportunity to witness
for Christ and brought many new families into the church.
They would have been left out of the visitation program
if the church had held rigidly to a Monday or Thursday
night visitation.
A church located in a resort area, concerned about the
many vacationing families in its community, came up with
the idea of a drive-in church. A desirable location was
(4)

secured (owned by one of the members), an attractive
sign erected along the highway and a speaker's platform
built with an amplification system. Announcements were
delivered to cottages around the lakes and ads ran in the
local newspaper. Needless to say, many of the vacationing
families who would not come to the regular Sunday evening
services of that church came to the unique Sunday evening
drive-in services.
Another church found youth meetings on Wednesday
evenings to be effective in reaching young people of the
community. While the regular Wednesday evening prayer
service was in progress in the sanctuary of the church,
the young people assembled in another room for prayer,
study and fellowship. The Christian young people of that
church found it a good time to invite their unsaved friends.
The informal atmosphere opened the door for a future
invitation to the Sunday services of the church.
A church in one of the southern states found that a
monthly family night offered evangelistic opportunities.
The first Wednesday night in each month the families of
the church came early for a pot-luck supper. They were
encouraged to bring unsaved families or friends. After
supper the men, women, young people and children met in
separate rooms for group meetings. These friendly gatherings prompted many unsaved individuals to return to the
church for other services.
A church in Virginia used neighborhood Bible studies
as a means of reaching others for Christ. Various ladies
in the church would invite eight or ten neighbor ladies
into their homes one morning a week for coffee and cake
and a discussion of God's Word. Some of the men of this
church were active in neighborhood Bible studies one night
during the week.
A church in Texas gave the Bible study approach a little
different twist. Because of its downtown location and
convenience to the business places, this church had a Tuesday morning breakfast for business men. They were invited to share breakfast, fellowship and Bible study. Care
was taken to make sure the men were free for early
business appointments.
Even pastors can be creative in their approach to
reaching people. One pastor announced Monday night
open house at the church study. Each Monday evening
he would be in his study for the specific purpose of
discussing spiritual problems with those who were
interested.
Now you can be just as creative in your approach to
reaching people as these churches. Do not be content to
maintain the status quo. Pray and ask God to help you
grasp those ideas which will enable your church to bridge
the gap that so often exists between a church and the
community in which it is located. Then when you have
settled what God would have you do, let this be your
strategy for outreach. With commitment and dedication
to your God-given strategy, there is no limit to the number
of souls that can be reached for Christ.
—United Evangelical ACTION

Faith can endure when there is full heart in it. Faith
is never less than an expression of our inner moral life.
It cannot be exercised freely and fully so long as there
is any obliqueness of heart, any secret or unholy affection.
It is a heart set free of rival loves that takes its rise in
strong faith. Then as faith believes, love impels!
Dwight Hervey Small in
The High Cost of Holy Living
(Fleming H. Bevell Company)
Evangelical
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Am I My Daughter's Keeper?
Eileen Thornton MacDonald
A mother tells why she.so often said "no" to the earnest,
reasonable pleading of a daughter.
i WANT to ask you something." We had just
finished the supper dishes, and I was putting the
last of them into the cupboard while Mary gathered up
her books to do her homework.
"Now don't say 'no' until I finish telling you all about
it," she continued. "You know that new boy in my room
at school, the one I've been talking about a lot? He's
really awfully nice, Mom—good manners, good language,
and good looks! Well, he asked me for a date for Friday
night. Please! Please! Say I may go!"
Cautiously I probed, "Where would you go, dear?"
"Well, I suppose the first time I would go wherever he
planned to take me. But the next time I could invite him
to our young people's party.
"Now you needn't worry about me going overboard
about shows and dances," she hurried on. "I'm past that
stage but once in a while won't hurt me. Why, Mom, perhaps he would start coming to church with me and then he
might even accept Christ. He's not a Christian now, I
know, but he is such a swell person. May I? Please, Mom.
Dad will agree if you just give the word first."
I looked fondly into her eager, pleading young face,
and my heart welled up into my throat. O God, what terrible responsibility rests on parental shoulders! Who am
I to know whether to say "go" or "stay"?
Can a parent who loves his child say "no" to such
earnest, reasonable pleading? Shouldn't fifteen- and
sixteen-year-olds be given freedom to choose their own
companions, to start trying out the paths of independence?
My whole body tensed and trembled in the struggle of
decision. I longed to say "yes," but I knew that I had to
stick to our family's long-established position. Ever since
those early years when our two girls had accepted Christ,
it had been understood there were to be no shows, no
dances, no parties with unsaved friends, no unequal yoke,
no fellowship between light and darkness. Now this.
I winced at her final blow. "You know, Mom, you are
about the only one in our church that is so narrow.
Margaret Mills' mother lets her date unsaved boys once in
a while. Furthermore, she says you are too strict with us.
And remember that boy Helen's older sister brought out
to church? Well, he's saved now, and they are engaged.
Don't you think that is proof enough that it's all right with
the Lord?
"I don't want to do anything wrong, Mom, really. It's
just that there are so few Christian boys, and I'm tired
waiting around for a date! I've got to have some fun.
Please, Mom! Say yes/ "
Was I Right?
But I didn't. I said "no"—flatly and finally "no." It
hurt me as much as it did her, yet I wouldn't ask her to
believe that. I had some reasons that I would have offered,
but she dashed off to her room in tears of frustration and
rebellion.
Did I give the right answer? Before you make a
decision on that, listen to my reasoning. For if I am as
rare a species as my daughter believes me to be, you may
find these thoughts to be unusual!

M
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I am my daughter's keeper. Yes, in the full sense of
the word—protector, provider, and jailer. To me she was
committed by God, as nestling close to my heart she grew
month by month. I came to love her in those days when
her life was sustained by my body. At birth God put her
into my outstretched, eager hands and trusted me with the
nourishment of her body, the development of her mind,
and the responsibility of pointing her soul to Christ.
For sixteen years I have been my daughter's keeper.
Now comes this conflict, this frustration.
But this is not the first time I have met her rebellion
nor the first time my "no" has brought a flood of tears.
At three she had become an adventurer, determining to
explore the country several blocks in every direction from
our suburban home. On two occasions motorists had picked
her up—once from the middle of the road where her
tricycle tire had come off. After some difficulty he found
where she lived.
After several of these adventures I became her keeper
indeed. The backyard was fenced, and for a year she
was not allowed alone on the front lawn or on the sidewalks. She often cried as the neighborhood children raced
up and down the street while she looked out from her
lock-up. Much as I sympathized with her, much as I
wanted to see her carefree and happy with the others, I
kept her shut in until she was older and wiser. Her life
was too precious to risk again.
Although she was a normally healthy child, she did
suffer from severe allergy to a few foods, one of which was
bananas. The doctor who examined and tested her warned
me that never under any circumstance should she be
allowed to eat a banana.
It didn't seem fair to deny the rest of the family
bananas, so occasionally we had them for dessert. At those
times I explained to her, a five-year-old, as best I could
why she could have none and then substituted one of her
favorite fruits. But she was never happy about it. "I want
banana, Mommy. Jeanie has banana—just one bite." It
was hard, but for her own sake I had to refuse and keep
those bananas always out of her reach.
It happened one day after she had started to school.
I was away when she arrived home and returned an hour
later to find the house in an uproar, my daughter violently
ill and gasping for breath, and our doctor anxiously bending over her. Her after-school hunger had tempted her
to eat anything she could find, which happened to be the
bananas I no longer kept hidden since she was older. Too
late I learned that she still wasn't capable of her own
welfare. I was my daughter's keeper, and my carelessness
almost cost us her life.
Both Urging and Restraint
As she moved into her early teens and high school, I
found that my "keeping" responsibilities multiplied. The
simple "don't's" of childhood were replaced by the more
confusing and complicated needs for guidance, counsel,
and restraint.
I feel as if I am the trainer of a high-spirited thoroughbred colt. Sometimes I have to urge her on to prove her
mettle. At other times I have to rein her in gently lest she
wind herself. And then once in a while with a firm hand
I must bring her up short and sharp and try afresh to settle
her into the steady pace of a winner. At sixteen she has
only a short time left under my training. My constant
prayer is that God will supply me with strength and wisdom for these last few lessons which will make her a
champion—or an "also ran."
(Continued on page eleven)
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During Conference promotional programme by Matopo Book Room
Staff. Sister Mary Brechbill tells the large audience about some of
the books they can obtain at Matopo Book Room. Samuel Mlotshwa

interprets; some of the books are English and should be introduced
in English; everyone profits by the use of the two languages.
Seated: Anna Ruth Zook, Grace Holland, Sanders Sibanda,
Don Zook.

Echoes of a Christian Literature Ministry

hospital, she went to the Christian girl, asked for prayer,
and was saved.
Then one of the other girls was saved. She came to the
Book Room and asked me to help her choose a Bible and
a devotional book. She had been saving money to buy a
radio but decided after she was saved that the Bible and
a devotional book must come first. We thank God for these
victories.
• '.'*•'•"•".••'•
*
Sibanda, one of our helpers in the Book Room has a
great concern for the spiritual condition of those whom he
meets. Hardly a day passes by but what he is talking to
some who come into the Book Room about their spiritual
need. He turns to verses in the Bible and has them read.
The other day an African very poorly dressed came in and
handed Sibanda a doughnut. Sibanda was greatly touched
and said that he had led this man to Christ out in the
Township. He tells of a policeman with whom he has
started Bible Study in the evenings and now the policeman
is saving money to buy a Bible.

Mary Brenaman Brechbill
June 26, 1965
What a busy time we had in the Matopo Book Room
this morning! Don and Anna Ruth Zook had gone to the
Gwaai and so Mrs. Cleaver and I sold. My old students came
in one after the other—including a few whom I had not seen
since I am back. Most of my mornings are spent in the
back of the store filing invoices and letters, pricing books,
processing books received, putting them into stock or
filling orders, taking inventory, or ordering books. In the
afternoons I am out in the front selling and meeting the
people. I enjoy every bit of the work.
Don and I have talked about the need of a Reading
Room. He has been going to Mpopoma on Friday evenings.
He shows a film strip and has one of the African brethren
give a short message with an evangelistic appeal. A goodly
number have been responding to the invitation. Then on
Saturday night they have the church open for people to
come in and read books that we supply for this. We are
praying that this will just be the beginning of Reading
Rooms opened, and even in other churches. Circumstances
point to the fact that what we want to do for the Africans
should not be put off for a future time. God help us to be
faithful!
e

e

»

*

August 29
Three of the young working girls in the "Y" (Mary has
been rooming in the YWCA) have been saved recently and
they are just bubbling over with joy. They said they never
thought that a Christian could be so happy. One had been
sick in the hospital. One of the Christian girls here asked
me to select a good book that might speak to her heart and
then pray that she might be led to the Lord. We sent
her the book and prayed. When she came out of the
(6)

e
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*

*

I have been challenged by the large number of men
who attend the Sunday service at Mpopoma. They seem
greatly interested and a goodly number respond to the
invitation.
Certainly this is the time to touch these men for God.
How soon the political situation might change and our
opportunity be gone. If only Don were able to get out
more among these men!
We are bringing this need to God confident that He does
have a way for us. We do have some who get out from
time to time into the homes with tracts and Gospels, but
they can only touch the surface, with thousands of needy
Africans in the Township. Help us pray that God will
open the way for us to do more along this line.
Evangelical
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Yes, I am indeed having
rich experiences and I thank
God every day that He has
opened this door for me.
Every day there are so many
challenges. Every morning I
pray, "Lord, keep me alert to
the needy ones who come
into the Book Room." May
we be so filled with His
power that others might see
Him!

UPHILE

"READ
AND
LIVE"—During
Conference programme of Literature/Visual Aids Committee, Sister
Mary Engle tells of Christian
Literature/Tract Day at Wanezi
and puts in a "good word" for
GOOD WORDS.—Timothy Ndlovu interpreting.

GOOD WORDS-YOU

may subscribe!

GOOD WORDS is published quarterly by the Brethren
in Christ Church in Africa, with Grace Holland as Editor
and assistants M. Heisey, F. Holland, A. Masiye, P. Mudenda, A. Zook.
Subscription price: 1/- (one shilling—about 14c) in
Africa. $1.00 in America.
Your subscription would help to subsidize this worthy
little magazine with its messages in English, Ndebele, and
Tonga. A good project!
Send your dollar (or several, if you wish to subscribe for
more than one year), with your name, address, and zip
code number to Brethren in Christ World Missions, Box
171, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022.
Miss Sharon Weisser, Clarence Center Congregation, Allegheny Conf.,
Sept. 10.

WORLD LITERATURE SUNDAY
October 17, 1965
FOCUS: " M O B I L I T Y . . . giving
wings to the Gospel through literature."

wheels

Miss Barbara Stansfield, Chestnu
Grove Congregation, Central Conf,
Sept. 10.

and

A BOOKSTORE
A CIRCULATING LIBRARY
A NATIONAL COLPORTEUR
Find out what a thousand dollars, a hundred
dollars, TEN DOLLARS, ONE DOLLAR will do to
spread Christian Literature through our BOOK
STORES in AFRICA, INDIA, and JAPAN. Or
through our missionaries in NICARAGUA.
Write to:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST WORLD MISSIONS
Box 171, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
ENDOW

Cover: Choma Brethren in Christ Book Room as it appeared
in August. Manager George Kibler hopes to be open for
business in October.
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The Jacob Shenk family, Mt. Pleasant Congregation, Atlantic
Conf., o / a Sept. 24.

(T)

Crusader

The most important phase of "Project Bridgebuilding,"
the spiritual, cannot, of course, be measured. But that
there was seed sown there is no doubt, for none of the
young people had been professed Christians except Dr.
Sakakibara.
Bridges of understanding have, indeed, been built!
Reedley, Calif. The writer serves as MCC Director of the Calif, area.

Japanese Youth Return Home
Norman

Wingert

"Project Bridgebuilding"—the visit to the United States
of Dr. Gan Sakakibara, president of Tokyo English Center,
and his group of 42 Japanese young people—seems to have
been a near-phenomenal success. Both Japanese guests
and American hosts report indelible experiences made
during the 30-day project.
According to plans made out jointly by Dr. Sakakibara
and the Mennonite Central Committee, the group from
Japan—13 young men and 29 young women—arrived in San
Francisco on July 25, travelled up and down the West
Coast, and emplaned at Los Angeles for Tokyo on August
23.
The highlight of the visit was a 12- day period during
which individual Japanese guests were entertained in
separate Mennonite homes in the Reedley-Dinuba-Fresno
area. It was during this home-stay period that deepest
impressions seem to have been made, on guest and host
alike.
Said one of the families, "We think these have been
the most wonderful two weeks in our lives." Said another,
"Words just couldn't express our varied rewarding experiences." And still another confessed, "From the purely
selfish standpoint, our family and each of us as individuals
benefitted so greatly that we never can forget these weeks
of sharing, learning, loving; we are all agreed that we
received more than we gave."
On the part of the Japanese, one wrote, "I think the
home-stay was a rare experience. I hope next time more
Japanese people could come and enjoy this as we did."
And another, "Mennonite people were so kind, not only
to help us to study English, but their kindness came from
the bottom of their heart. If I could find a chance to come
again, I would stay one or two years." And still another,
"I think we learned something more than we could buy
with money." Said one, "I enjoyed American family hospitality and Christianity more than sightseeing." Still
another, "I am very much grateful to the Mennonite people
who made enthusiastic effort for us."
A somewhat different experience for these Japanese
friends as a group was their six-day stay on the campus of
Pacific College at Fresno. The college provided not only
logistics but also some evening features. During these days,
sightseeing and educational excursions were made by bus
to places of interest in central California.
Other group activities consisted of two days at Hume
Lake Christian Camp, two days in San Francisco, one in
Portland, one in Seattle, and three in the Los Angeles area.
Their round trip tickets permitted the Japanese this air
travel along the West Coast without extra charge. The two
nights before their departure they were entertained in
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ homes in Upland and in
their three churches on Sunday.
The direct contact with Mennonite homes and churches,
together with four nights in San Francisco as guests of the
Brethren in Christ Life Line Mission personnel, gave our
visitors a different idea of what Americans are like. "We
did not know there were Americans like you," some said.
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How to Kill Your Youth Group
1. Don't attend meetings or activities.
2. If you do come, come late.
3. If it's too wet or too dry, too cold or too hot, stay
at home.
4. When you do attend meetings, be sure to find fault.
5. Don't take any part in meetings.
6. Tell the sponsors and youth officers how to run the
group. They want to know.
7. Put about three cents in the offering.
8. Believe every bit of gossip you hear and add something of your own.
9. Wear a sour face in order to show your disapproval
of everything.
10. Rush out of the meeting as soon as it's over without
speaking to anyone.
—First Baptist Church, Elkhart, Indiana

Love and Things
What about love for the Highschoolers? Fine! We're
in favor of it. Only remember that the Christian love is
spelled with a capital "L." You see our love is God's kind,
and it's clean and high and noble.
What about dates? They're all right. It's perfectly
proper for girls and fellows to enjoy each others' companionship. Just be sure that your dates are the right kind.
Keep your relationship 100 per cent clean. Remember,
your very Best Friend, Jesus, wants to be invited on your
dates, too.
You see, the basis of this whole matter is that you just
don't belong to yourself anymore. Christ has purchased
you, all of you, with His own priceless blood. Your eyes
are not yours to use wrongly. They're His. Your lips are
not yours to cheapen by silly affairs. They're His. Your
heart is not yours to throw away carelessly. It's His. And
in all of this, the way of deep and lasting affection is His
way.
God has a plan, a most marvelous and successful plan—
for You! He earnestly desires to work out this plan in
your life. In it is found your life companion. Don't spoil
the plan.
—First Baptist Church, Lebanon Springs, New York

"Brevity is the Soul of Wit"
A business tycoon sent a memo to his half-million employees recently, reminding them of the length of some of the
world's imperishable documents:
The Lord's Prayer, 56 words;
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, 266 words;
The Ten Commandments, 297 words;
The 23rd Psalm, 118 words;
U.S. government order on cabbage prices, 26,911 words!
—from "The Observer" (United Church of Canada)
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Christian Literature— for the un-barricaded!
"The unsaved, the unemployed, the unevangelical, and
the unequipped"—inside or outside the Book Shop—are
fertile fields for the seeds of Christian literature, according
to Don Zook, speaking at the recent General Conference in
Africa. Often un-barricaded, too, when it comes to the
printed page. Who will get there first—Christ or . . . ?
"We are foolish, incredibly foolish, not to take the
world for Jesus Christ when we know the way. It is we
who must lead the world. Not rule it—serve it. And so lead
it to Christ." So says Frank Laubach, literacy expert, who
in his following of Christ has shown us a life of tireless
service.
LITERATURE EVANGELISM calls for literature in
the hands of Christian workers who distribute it among the
people, workers with warm hearts and with eyes alert to
sense response.
Help to supply tools for Literature evangelism!

T r a v e l Plans for Executive Secretary's
Missionary J o u r n e y
October 3 - December 13
Leaving Chicago, Friday evening, Oct. 8, (air travel
throughout), Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, World Missions
Executive Secretary, and Board member Rev. Richard
Royer, (Michigan) will contact LeRoy Walters, Heidelburg,
Germany; Enos Sibanda and Edgar Moyo, London; Marilyn
Martin, Beirut, Lebanon; MCC personnel, Jordan; and at
the Mennonite House in Nairobi, Kenya. In Nairobi they
will consult with MCC's Executive Secretary, Wm. T. Snyder, concerning overseas relief.
Due to arrive in Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Oct. 15, they will
spend a month visiting Brethren in Christ mission work in
Rhodesia and Zambia.
They plan to leave Livingstone, Zambia, for India,
November 18. In Delhi they will visit the Allen Buckwalters
and Joe Smiths. Ten days, November 20-30 is scheduled
for visiting the mission program in Bihar. Plans include
visiting missionaries in Japan, December 3-10.
Upon leaving Japan, enroute home, one stop-over is
planned, Sunday December 12, Colorado Springs, Colorado,
before arriving in Harrisburg; DV, December 13.
Directions for Air Mail
Leaving U.S. before or on Nov. 9:
c / o Rev. Ira Stern, Box
711, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Leaving U.S. before or on Nov. 20: c/o Miss Erma Hare,
P.O. Saharsa, District Saharsa, Bihar, India.
Leaving U.S. before or on Dec. 3 : c/o Rev. John Graybill,
228 4-Chome, Nukui-Machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo,
Japan.

It Happened in a Book Room
Approaching the worker in the Saharsa Literature Center, a young man said, "I want to be a Christian. What
are the rules and regulations of Christianity?"
It was easy to say, "Christianity is not a religion of
rules and regulations but a relationship to a Person. It
was not so easy to make the inquirer understand. Soon he
was joined by two others wanting to hear what the worker
would say.
The Hindi Bible was taken from the shelf, verses pointed
out to them, and by these and by illustrations from everyday
life the Way of Christ was explained.
Only the Spirit can take that Word and enlighten their
hearts.
*
Erma Hare
October 11, 1965

'Grand Old Man' of the Indian C h u r c h
Emmanuel Rai came
to Supaul Mission shortly after it was established, and was taken
in as one of the -first
house
servants.
He
spent most of his life
as a pastor or village
evangelist and is now
the 'grand old man' of
the Indian Church. Here
he is seen standing by
the pulpit desk of the
Madhipura Church during a special Easter
service. The words in
Hindi are from I Cor.
15:20: "But now is Christ risen from the dead and became
the first fruits of them that slept."
Phyllis Pye

"First Grade"
"Our Chari is really in first grade now •. . . pleased to be
'ichi-nen-sei,' as you say it in Japanese . . . Reporters from
three newspapers were there to take pictures of this little
foreign girl, the first child of another country to enter the
Nagato school system.
"Perhaps it is my imagination, but since those articles
appeared in the papers, townspeople seem quite openly
friendly as I go shopping and on other business. Often someone will mention having seen the article and picture in the
paper. Chari seemed quite unaware that the picture-taking
was only because of her. W e had casually told her there
might b e some men there to take pictures since going to first
grade was such an important thing. . . . Also when other
children of 2nd and 3rd grades came peeking into the first
grade room to get a look at this foreign child, I really think
she was unaware that it was to see her.
"Chari's teacher can't have had more than one or two
years' experience. I wondered why they didn't give her a
more experienced teacher since there are bound to be problems
(with language, and otherwise). But the reason came out
Sunday; one who works in the dining hall of the elementary
school heard it this way: The four first grade teachers got
together and decided to give Chari's room to the one among
them who had the most confidence in English. It turned
out that Chari's teacher, youngest of the four, had learned
English from Doyle when she was a student at Hagi high
school during our I-W years there. And so she got Chari.
"Strange, isn't it, how in Japan persons one has met before
keep turning up later. I read somewhere that this 'accident'
of re-meeting is a characteristic of Japanese fiction which
Western critics label 'artificial and contrived.' But it really
happens here, and our experience bears it out. Perhaps it is
because the country is so small for the number of people . . .
Chari's teacher has a great deal of poise and authority; I
think she will make a good teacher."
Thelma Book, Nagato

Returned to Zambia
After placing their son Meryl in Messiah College, Dr. and
Mrs. Alvan Thuma, Philip, Wanda, and Barbara flew back
to Zambia, September 13-15.
The Thumas first went to Africa in 1951—the first Brethren
in Christ doctor to serve on our missionary staff overseas.
Dr. Thuma was then instrumental in developing from dispensary programs first the Mtshabezi Hospital and then the
Macha Hospital, where they were stationed from 1954-64,
except for furlough to the States.
At the end of their second term, they resigned from the
mission overseas, feeling that in the interests of their children's
education their way was not open to serve a full third term.
Thereafter, Dr. Thuma took temporary service as a Medical
Officer under the Zambia government, while the children
completed school terms overseas.
(Continued on page twelve)
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Home Missions and Extension
New Churches Are Needed Now
More than 100,000 new churches needed by 1975 just to
keep pace with population growth.
by L. L. GRUBB, Chairman of Commission on Church
Extension and Home Missions, National Association of
Evangelicals
in America increases four
W times as fast as the population
growth, it's time that
HEN THE RATE OF CEIME

Christian people take stock of methods to combat lawlessness. In the past 10 years crime has increased 98 per
cent. And today most major crimes are committed by those
under 25 years of age.
That is why we need more churches in America. Even
if each of our American churches and professing Christians
were faithfully preaching the Gospel, there would still be
a need for thousands more Bible teaching churches in our
nation.
Proof of this is found in God's purpose for the local
church, which is the basic instrument of God on earth for
witnessing and general service. This is His headquarters.
Our Lord gave the plan for developing the church in
Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me,
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth." This is multiplication
by witnessing!
To implement this plan a new power was provided.
Christ offered the unction and enabling of the Spirit of
God to carry out this purpose. This power is available to
all of the church at any time. Since the church is a divine
institution and not the invention of man, spiritual power
is necessary for its proper development.
The places for witnessing are defined by our Lord as
"Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth." Therefore, at any time the
scope of this commission involves the entire human race.
This is world missions! This includes America.
The testimony of the church is to begin at Jerusalem
when witnesses go to Judea and Samaria, yet the church
in Jerusalem sends out and supports these witnesses in
establishing new churches. An effective foreign mission
program is instigated by and absolutely dependent on a
vital, witnessing church at home.
If the effectiveness of the whole program of God is
dependent on the local church, we must examine the current American scene.
The home is rapidly disintegrating. The average American, busy getting and spending, has little leisure time for
his family. As a result what is left of the moral fiber of
America is gradually breaking down. Sins of the flesh
are so common that they no longer startle or shock us.
Radio, television and the newsstand reflect the moral decline. Narcotics are widely used by high schoolers today.
We should also mention the influence of public school
systems in rearing a nation of pagans. In much of the
U. S. the Bible is no longer read in the public schools. This
deprives our children of the spiritual instruction and emphasis they need!
Of 2,000 institutions of higher learning in the U. S. at
least half were founded by evangelicals. Yet only relatively
(10)

few remain true to the Bible. Colleges and universities are
turning out hundreds of thousands of educated pagans.
About 109 million of the 116 million church members are
in denominations of 50,000 or more. Yet much of the
aggressive church extension work and clear gospel preaching is found among smaller groups of churches.
This intensifies the need to step up our church extension program. New churches will have the desired
influence on American homes.
Yet today many evangelicals live relatively sheltered
lives. We read Christian periodicals, attend Bible conferences, and are often rather naive about the sinful,
wicked nation in which we live. Unless we are willing to
obey the Word and to engage in personal soul-winning
activity, many of us will never get the true impression of
the spiritual need in America. Tragically, not many are
interested enough to cooperate with their pastor and church
in a visitation program.
According to the American Year Book of Churches
for 1964, published by the National Council of Churches,
there are approximately 118,000,000 members in America.
This is how they are broken down: Buddhists, 60,000; Old
Catholic, 597,372 (Polish National Catholic and Arminian
Church of North America Diocese); Eastern churches,
3,001,751; Jewish congregations, 5,509,000 (including all
types); Roman Catholic, 43,847,938; Protestant, 64,929,941.
This only serves to increase the difficulties of evangelization. The church member—moral, baptized, a religionist—is usually one of the most difficult men on earth
to win to Christ!
The population problem is another area of need. America is literally exploding with new population. The Census
Bureau is now thinking in such fantastic terms as a billion
people in the U. S. By 1970 our present population of 188
million will have risen to 204 million, by 2000 to 320 million
people!
Half of our population is now below 29 years of age.
This is tomorrow's America! What these young people
think, the convictions, and attitudes they have, will largely
determine what this nation will be while our children are
rearing their families.
Whole new communities are coming into existence in
a matter of weeks. Each new housing area is actually a
new little city, and it should have its own evangelical
testimony. Yet many of them have no church of any kind.
Unless evangelicals wake up and do much, much more than
they have been doing, the cause of Christ could be lost
in this decade. If we keep pace with our population growth,
we need 100,000 new churches by 1975!
Unquestionably America still is central in world evangelization as far as we are concerned. Compared with
other nations, even in view of the degeneration and
apostasy, the U. S. is still God's greatest stronghold, His
last great bastion of truth in this world.
America is also the richest nation on earth. Financially,
the Lord's people can make the resources available to
support their missionaries and send them to the ends of
the earth. We have everything we need to do the biggest
and best job of evangelization in all the history of man!
Jesus said, "I must preach in other cities also." Let's
get busy and do this job before it is too late!
Christian Life

Home Mission Promise Box
Have you received your Personnel Prayer Promise Box?
You may receive one postpaid by sending one dollar to the
Home Missions Office, 220 South Hanover St., Hummels--•
town, Pennsylvania.
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Am I My Daughter's Keeper?
(Continued from page five)
Not long ago my daughter and two other students
decided that it was a good idea to stop school, take a short
business course, and go to work. Mother said "no."
"But Mother, we could be making forty dollars a week.
Lucy Smith is. I could pay board and help you and Dad
out. School is so long."
"Mary, dear, the years ahead will demand the best you
have. For your best effort you must have the best preparation, and that includes the best education." I don't think
I really got through to her, but I kept her in school.
I admit I have been a hard trainer. My thoroughbred
has had to work out long hours on the track while other
colts gamboled in the green pastures. Why? Because I
love her and want the best for her. Like the Apostle
Paul, I know that "they which run in a race run all, but
one receiveth the prize." All my effort and every decision
has been made under the banner, "So run, that ye may
obtain."
An Old Problem
But why deny her just a date or two with a nice boy?
These are just harmless school associations. Perhaps, but
many school associations are the beginning of friendships
that drift into marriage—and marriage in God's order is
for keeps! As I see all around the many broken hearts and
homes, I pray that God will give me strength to hold her
for a few more months until a Christian young man comes
along.
Sometimes I do weaken. It is so hard to resist: "Mother,
I w a n t . . . " "Please, Mom, just this once."
Then one day I came across the same old problem in
Deuteronomy 7, and it strengthened me in my lonely stand.
In Old Testament times it was the Jew, today it is the
believer in Christ whom God calls to separate from the
world and its ways. "The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to
be a special people unto himself," Moses told the children
of Israel.
There were temptations then too. God told the Jews
to utterly destroy the heathen nations, to make no covenants
with them, to show no mercy. "Neither shalt thou make
marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give
unto his son . . . "
Perhaps in those days there was a girl like mine, growing
impatiently into young womanhood. "Father, it's lonely
here in Canaan. It's a beautiful land but I don't feel at
home. Since our tribes are separating to settle in their
ordered places, I miss the friends I had back on the journey.
Do I have to spend the rest of my life alone? Cousin Mary
is going to marry the last boy worth looking at out of our
tribe. The rest are misfits.
"Father, you've always taught me to seek the best. My
future here is hopeless, unless—" She dropped her voice
and whispered, "Remember that group of prisoners the
soldiers brought in last night? I was awake and peeked
out under my tent flap. There was a good-looking boy
among them, strong and handsome. He walked erect and
proud and unafraid. Father, this could be the answer!"
"No! Daughter, God has said—"
"But, Father, it isn't right to destroy such a promising
boy. Surely God would rather see him converted to be a
Jew than to be killed. He didn't do anything; he just
October 11, 1965

happens to belong to those enemy Hittites. It isn't his
fault, and he had no choice."
"No, Daughter! God has ordered us—"
"Please, Daddy! I'll die of loneliness. Just slip him out
of the dungeon and I'm sure I can persuade him to give
up his idol worship and be one of us. You don't think
God would be so hard as to insist on every one of the enemy
being destroyed. I want this boy. Please, Daddy, spare
him."
Do you think it was easy for that parent to say "no,"
with all his friends bragging about their grandchildren?
Posterity meant prestige in those days and young, eligible
men were scarce. I know how that father was torn as he
looked down into those tear-filled eyes.
I am my daughter's keeper, under God. I feel her
frustration; I ache with her loneliness. I understand her
rebellion, but I too am bound by the Word of God. A
while longer I must rein her in and tell her "no." For a
few months or years she must wait until God in perfect
wisdom and love sends along the husband of His choice.
For that I am keeping her.
And some distant day when she comes to me all aglow
with happiness and fulfillment, I shall remind her of Deuteronomy 7. I shall show her the faithfulness of God who
said, "Thou shalt be blessed above all people."
The daughter

responds:

My Mother Was My Keeper
Sandra MacDonald

Birtwell

12, 1964—at the church. Two hearts
TButHEandasDAY—September
lives are to be joined before the presence of God.
the bridesmaids and maid of honor fuss over the
bride, she is miles away, flying through her years as a
child, her first visit to Grandma, her first day at school,
then suddenly into her teenage years.
There she stops. All at once this bride-to-be realizes
that if it had not been for the hand of God on her lifetruer still, the hand of God on her mother's life—not a
single detail of this glorious Day could ever have come true.
Sobering memories bring back those years when she
was fifteen and sixteen, those years so free and easy when
she knew all but in reality knew nothing. She had wanted
to try everything because it was new and unknown to her,
but Mother had always stepped in and "spoiled" it. Yes,
just when she was expecting to have a dozen friends over
for a romping good time, Mother, who had an extra sense
for finding things out, would discover her secret plans!
She would never forget hearing her mother praying,
early each morning, before she was out of bed. There had
been a twinge of antagonism as she heard her name slip
heavenward from her mother's lips, for she knew deep
down in her heart that although once in a long time she
might be able to get away from her mother, she could never
escape her mother's prayers or the God who heard and
answered them.
OD HAS ANSWERED those prayers, as He always
does for "those who wait." I am that happy bride of
G
only a few short months, and I am thanking God today for
a mother with a strong, steady hand, who was led by God
to direct my youth. Now in my new role as a wife, I find
her hand has been lifted from its duty of guiding in my life,
but in its place I feel a much stronger hand reaching
toward mine.
Christian Living
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With this issue we begin to feature incidents and
experiences from the Bishops and Ministers of our
Brotherhood. We trust they will be both interesting
and helpful.
Page Editor

It is too early to report the final outcome, but this
experience with the pastor and the congregation has stimulated new growth, created new interest and a new awareness of the potential at their very doorstep.
There is new interest in household salvation. In every
congregation, may God give us a new urge to win "Men for
the Master."
Bishop C. B. Byers

Men for the Master!

T h e Pastor on His Knees

It is the plan of God that the family serve the Lord
together. The apostle Paul believed in household salvation.
At Philippi he baptized the converted jailor "and all his
straightway." At Corinth he baptized the household of
Stephanas. Likewise the successful minister will keep in
mind the whole family in his pastoral work. Now without
question, the most important person in that family is the
husband. You see the jailor was saved first, then the
rest of the household. The key to household Salvation lies
with men. Christ chose twelve men to follow Him and to
do His work. The wise pastor knows the value of contacting
and winning men for the Lord. Generally speaking, men
are the most difficult to reach.
Within the last year, a certain pastor of one of the
smaller congregations in the Allegheny Conference became
quite burdened about the lack of active men in the
congregation. When the pastor came to the area a few
years back he found a real dedicated and sincere group of
persons, mostly ladies and children, bearing the burden of
the work. The regular men totaled only three. With
pastoral work and Sunday School campaigns the attendance
came up substantially. A certain number of men were now
attending. A burden to win men for Christ came on the
pastor. A letter from the pastor to the bishop said the
following: "I became much burdened about my men, I
could not sleep. It was now past midnight. I counted
my men. I wrote down their names. Ten of them by now,
members of the church." He continued, "Next I wrote
down the names of the men of the Sunday School who
are more or less on the regular list." There were seventeen
of them.
The burden continued. The pastor waited before the
Lord. Then there came another list, men that were quite
clearly a part of the congregation's responsibility. He
wrote down this list of names. He was astonished to discover that there were 45 men on the list.
These plus the ten men who were members, plus the
seventeen Sunday School men equals seventy-two men.
Now you will understand this pastor when he says, "My
mind seemed to be flooded with - my men - my men my men!
It was around 2:00 a.m. before sleep came.
The Lord gave a message on Mark 1:14-22. The theme:
"MEN FOR THE MASTER." The congregation was challenged to catch men for Christ, and men were challenged
to win other men. At the close of the service the pastor
gave opportunity for response. They were moved to immediate action. The men moved to the front for prayer
and dedication to fulfill the new vision before them.
Organization followed. A committee of five was appointed to work with the pastor in reaching the men of the
congregation and of the community. Thus "MEN FOR
THE MASTER" was born into that congregation. The
work and effort to win men continues; prayer meetings,
men's fellowships, visitation. God has blessed with unusual revival. There is a real new sense of urgency for
outreach.

David H. Wenger
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Jesus said that men ought always to pray and not to
faint. This may be directed in a particular sense to the
pastor. He aims to win the hearts and souls of men for God
and righteousness. He aims to make the truth of the Word
come alive to men by the power of the Holy Spirit. He
easily recognizes that his task is beyond his own human
abilities, therefore he prays.
He is overwhelmed with the spiritual forces with which
he is engaged. He prays. He must pray. He makes prayer
his business. Jesus said, "whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive." The pastor assumes and experiences the truth of this statement, but he does not
presume on its trustworthiness. He knows that true prayer
is a thing of the heart, and consists of blood and sweat,
and toil and tears.
He is staggered at the enormity of his task. He cries
in the words of the great Apostle Paul, "who is sufficient
for these things." He prays. He enters into empathy with
the greatest Pray-er of the ages, the Lord Jesus Christ. In
prayer he may cringe at his own sins, he will be struck
with awe at the holiness of God. But the task given him
to perform, and the passion he feels, drive him to pour out
his soul to God in prayer. He may not understand the metaphysics of prayer, but he realizes that prayer gives him
power with God and with men.
He prays in faith. He accepts the fiat statements of
God's Word as to the worth of prayer, and he experiences
the relevancy of prayer for his own particular situation.
Accepting the organization and the outward trappings of
the visible, he knows none-the-less that his adequacy lies
not in the out-ward.
He considers the great prayer warriors of the ages, and
he emulates their passion and constancy. He knows that in
his generation, as in all other generations, men may be
moved God-ward only as he prays. He goes to his knees
not with time to spend but with a task to accomplish.
In prayer his heart is wrenched by the needs of his
parish, by the needs of the world. In sobs he pours out
his soul to God in prayer. But, he comes forth from his
tryst confident and assured. God lives. God's power is
relevant today. He has a message from God to give to the
world, to his generation. This task can be fulfilled only
as he prays.

Returned to Zambia
(Continued from page nine)
When an assured opening to serve as Medical Officer at
Choma for a further term of two years presented itself, the
Thumas felt the Lord was providing an opportunity to continue their service for the Lord and the people they had
come to know and love. Accordingly, after a six weeks' visit
to the States, they have returned to Zambia. They will
appreciate your continued interest and prayers that they may
have a fruitful witness in Zambia.
(The Thumas' picture appeared on page 9, of the July 5th
VISITOR. Beginning with this issue, their address appears
in the last section of the Directory, inside last page.)
BCWM
Office
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CHURCH NEWS

Retiring pastor, Amos N. Henry with newly
installed pastor, Merle Brubaker.
Central Conference
Amherst Community Church, Massillion,
Ohio, has benefitted greatly in the last two
years from the ministry of Rev. Amos Henry.
Pastor Henry ministered on a part-time basis,
serving also on the faculty of Malone College.
His deep spiritual emphasis in the pulpit
and his personal contacts have enriched and
strengthened each member of the congregation,
irrespective of age.
Rev. Merle Brubaker, Upland, California,
accepted an invitation to serve as full time
pastor. The Brubaker family moved east during the month of August. Bishop Carl Ulery
assisted by Rev. Henry led the service of
installation, August 29. The same Sunday
evening an informal hour and get-accquainted
session was held for Pastor and Mrs. Brubaker.
Rev. Brubaker had served several churches
in the Southern California area and assisted
in the work at Upland College. W e are grateful that Rev. Henry will continue his interest
in the work, assisting in teaching the adult
Bible class. Our church looks forward to the
Sunday school enlargement campaign under
the challenge "Families for Christ."
Mrs. Brubaker will be directing Teenage
Time during the adult Hour of Power, prayer
meeting. Other youth activities include a
youth council, Bible quiz teams and jet cadets
which will be meeting each Wednesday evening for boys and girls in the first six grades.
This group with Mrs. Charles Conrady as
Bible teacher has been responsible for bringing many community children into contact
with Bible lessons and learning something of
the value of practical Christian service.
EZS
Youth of the Michigan churches enjoyed
varied programs during their conference,
August 27-29. Highlighted was an evening
hymn sing by the Capitalaires of Lansing,
Michigan. The theme of the conference was
"Witnessing." It was well illustrated on Saturday evening with the film "Born to Witness."
Some were saved, all were challenged. The
Merrill Church was host to the conference,
Kenneth Royer, pastor with Pastor Marion
Heisey, Valley Chapel, Ohio, guest speaker.
Pastor Henry P. Heisey, recently retired
from the work at Uniontown, Ohio. Brother
Heisey has served this congregation for the
past five years, living a distance of 20 miles
from the congregation. During this five year
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period a n u m b e r h a v e been saved,
18 followed t h e L o r d in b a p t i s m
a n d 15 w e r e received into c h u r c h
fellowship.
Physical
changes
have
taken
place in the plant. The mortgage
t o g e t h e r w i t h other indebtedness
h a v e been liquidated. A p r e s e n t
building p r o g r a m , well on its w a y
to completion, will provide inside
r e s t room facilities a n d a d d i t i o n a l
S u n d a y school classrooms.
Sunday, August 8, four were
received into church fellowship and
four received t h e r i t e of w a t e r b a p t i s m . Rev. B r u c e Grove is scheduled to conduct revival services,
October 17-31.
E a r l i e r in t h e s u m m e r t h e r e w a s
a n a v e r a g e a t t e n d a n c e of 63 w i t h
a h i g h of 73 a t t h e V a c a t i o n Bible
School. A display of c r a f t w o r k
a n d t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of m e m o r y
w o r k c r e a t e d good i n t e r e s t i n t h e closing
n i g h t of t h e Bible school.
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Book have now moved
into the parsonage and assumed pastoral leadership.
Editor John Hostetter, Nappanee, Indiana,
spent eight days, October 3-10 in the Atlantic
Conference presenting the interest of Missions
and Relief work.
Allegheny Conference
The Grantham congregation was host to
an impressive baptismal service,
Sunday
evening, August 29. Four applicants from
Moores congregation joined with 22 from the
Grantham congregation to receive the rite of
water baptism.
Pastor Jay Sisco, Moores congregation,
brought a message on the meaning of baptism.
Pastor LeRoy Walters presided.
When entering the baptistry, each applicant
was introduced to the large congregation by
his or her pastor. Each witnessed to saving
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and an experience of forgiveness of sins.
Two couples were baptized (also a son of
one of the couples); two mother—daughter
combinations and a mother and her two
daughters; . a father and two daughters; two
brothers and a sister; and four members of
the senior class of the local high school; these
represented some of the 26 who shared in
the service.
Church membership classes are planned for
the near future.
The Hollowell Men's Fellowship sponsored
their annual Ladies Banquet, Tuesday night,
September 28. The banquet took place in
the Shady Grove Community Center with
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Witmer, Millersburg,
Pennsylvania, as guest speakers.
A Men's Fellowship representing four congregations; Mowersville, Green Springs, South
Mountain, and Mount Rock met at the Doubling Gap State Park near Newville, Pa.,
Saturday afternoon, September 11. Forty-two
men and boys enjoyed a hike through the
mountains followed by a picnic supper.
Bishop Charlie B. Byers led a dedication
service for the new parsonage at New Guilford, Sunday, 9:30 a.m., September 5.
B. Charles Hostetter, radio minister on the
Mennonite Hour, spoke for Ladies Night of

Men's Fellowship, New Guilford, Pennsylvania,
Saturday evening, October 2. Brother Hostetter was guest minister for Rally Day, October 3.
Cedar Springs congregation, Pa., administered water baptism to 13, Sunday, August 29.
A father and his three sons were among the
number. Two children were dedicated to the
Lord, September 5. Eighteen were received
into church membership, September 12. Five
were members of one family who started coming to Sunday School in the 1964 Forward
Enlargement Campaign.
Pioneer Girls program started September 20
with 58 girls in attendance. These are girls
from the community, many of them are not
members of our church or our Sunday School.
This ministry presents quite a challenge to
the guides. Pray for them.
Two of our senior members, Mr. and Mrs.
Earl K. Stern, were featured a farewell
dinner, September 2 1 . They will be leaving
soon to serve as business manager of the
Navajo Mission in New Mexico.
Mrs. J. Nathan Long
Atlantic Conference
Souderton congregation, Pa., held a weekend Family Life Conference, September 11-12.
Saturday evening "Married Couples Night"
included a dinner and lecture by Mr. Larry
Landes, Sociological Psychiatrist. Part of the
evening was given to a question and answer
period. The Sunday School hour was enriched
by the Alvan Thuma family, speaking to the
adult and children's departments. Rev. Lane
Hostetter delivered the morning and evening
messages emphasizing the Christian family's
uniqueness. In the evening he spoke to the
Christ's Crusaders in a dinner setting.
Pacific Conference
The Upland congregation, California, held
Daily Vacation Bible School for two hours
each evening, August 2-13. Led by Mrs.
Robert Tidgwell, 20 classes met in six departments with a staff of 72 workers and a
total enrollment of 375. The average attendance was 344. Twenty per cent of the pupils
came from 41 non-church homes.
The closing program was given Sunday
evening, August 15. Following Open House
some 430 assembled in the sanctuary where
the work of the Daily Vacation Bible School
was presented in a program including music,
candid camera shots and a tape recording.
Kazuo Iwamoto, a
in Christ Church in
Upland, September
Upland congregation
William Boyer home
junior college.

member of the Brethren
Hagi, Japan, arrived in
8.
Sponsored by the
he is staying in the
while attending a local

Revival Services
LeRoy Walters at Upland,
California,
September 2 1 - October 3; J. Ralph Wenger at
Zion, Kansas, November 15-28; Henry Schneider at Springfield, Ohio, October 17-31; Henry
A. Ginder at Dayton Church, Ohio, October
6-17; Walter Winger at Fairview, Ohio, November 1-14; John Arthur Brubaker at Conoy,
Pennsylvania, November 10-18; Leon Herr at
Bethany, Oklahoma, November 2 1 - December
5; Henry A. Ginder at Village Church, Nappanee, Indiana, November 10-21; Elwood
FleweHing at Valley Chapel, Ohio, November
13-21; Lane Hostetter at Fairland, Pa., November 7-14; Morton Dorsey at Hollowell, Pa.,
October 27- November 7.
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ASPER—Steven Jon, born July 6, 1965 to
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Asper, Upland congregation, California.
DIAZ—Patritia Anne, born April 28, 1965 to
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Diaz, Upland congregation, California.
ECKMAN—Bryan Albert, born July 20, 1965
to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Eckman, Upland
congregation, California.
EYER—Frederick Sheldon, born September
1, 1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Eyer, Upland
congregation, California.
FLEWELLING—Tammi Sue, born September
16, 1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Flewelling,
Souderton congregation, Pennsylvania.
GARIS—Jeffrey Scott, born August 1, 1965
to Mr. and Mrs. Mark Garis, Souderton congregation, Pennsylvania.
GUTSHALL—Donna Lee, born September 15,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Asa Gutshall, Elizabethtown congregation, Pennsylvania.
HALDEMAN—Jonathan Dane, born July 17,
1965, adopted August 19, 1965 by Dr. and
Mrs. William K. Haldeman, Upland congregation, California.
HEISEY—Kathleen Gail, born September 22,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Cross Roads
congregation, Mount Joy, Pennsylvania.
HILSHER—Barry Douglas, born September 9,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hilsher, Maytown congregation, Pennsylvania.
LONG—Mary Suzanne, born July 29, 1965
to Rev. and Mrs. Richard Long, Cedar Springs
congregation, Mill Hall, Pennsylvania.
STONER—Kay Loraine, born June 14, 1965
to Mr. and Mrs. John Stoner, Grantham,
Pennsylvania. Presently at Goshen Seminary,
Goshen, Indiana.
WELLS—Joseph Asa, born September 15,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Wells, Souderton congregation, Pennsylvania.

f¥etMk§t
FLAMING-FISHER—Miss Gail Fisher, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Newton Fisher, Ontario,
California and Mr. Timothy Flaming, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Flaming, Pomona, California, were united in marriage, July 2, 1965.
The ceremony was performed in the Temple
Baptist Church, Ontario, California. Pastor
Walter Scott officiated, assisted by Rev. Eber
B. Dourte, Upland, California.
LONGANECKER-CUSHING — Miss Susan Mary
Cushing, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter P.
Cushing, Portland, Maine, became the bride
of Mr. Samuel Longanecker, Jr., son of Mr.
and Mrs. Samuel Longanecker, Nappanee,
Indiana, July 17, 1965. The ceremony was
performed in the Methodist Church, Portland,
Maine.
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RASER-MUSSER—Miss Gail Musser, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Musser, Upland,
California, became the bride of Mr. Ray
Raser, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Raser,
Waukee, Iowa, August 8, 1965. The ceremony
was performed in the Vivian W e b b Chapel,
Claremont, California, Rev. Owen Alderfer
officiating.

preceded her in death, January 12, 1958. She
is survived by one sister and several nieces
and nephews. She was converted in April,
1909 and united with the Church.
Funeral services were held in the Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Elwood C.
Flewelling officiating. Interment was in the
plains Mennonite cemetery.

SMITH-JENSEN—Miss Karen Jensen, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Jensen, Upland, California, became the bride of Mr. Barry L. Smith,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Smith, Upland,
California, September 3, 1965. T h e ceremony
was performed in the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church. Uncle of the bride, Bishop
Alvin C. Burkholder officiated, assisted by
Rev. Bill Burch.

OBERHOLSER—Mrs. Miriam Anna Oberholser,
born October 22, 1908, passed away Sunday,
August 3 1 , 1965. Death came suddenly while
attending a funeral service in Mechanicsburg.
She was a member of the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by her husband, Christian
L. Oberholser; four sons and four daughters:
Christian E., Hellam; Carl M., Grantham; Conrad G. and John L. both at home; Mrs. Herbert J. Hoover, Waynesboro; Mrs. Daniel
Keiler, Exton; Mrs. Kay Loren McCleary, Red
Lion; and Mrs. LeRoy W. Hock, Shippensburg. Also surviving are eight grandchildren,
three brothers, and one sister.
Sister Oberholser will b e remembered for
her radiant Christian testimony in the spirit
of helpfulness to others. It was her desire that
her eyes be donated to someone who could
use them after her death.
Funeral services were held in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, Rev. Marlin K.
Ressler and Rev. Charles W . Rife officiating.
Burial was in the Air Hill cemetery.

WELDY-HARTMAN—Miss
Violet
Hartman,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hartman,
and Bernard Weldy, grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Weldy with whom he resided, were
united in marriage, September 3, 1965. The
ceremony was performed in the New Paris,
Indiana, United Missionary Church, their pastor, Rev. David Wenger officiating.
WILSON-ENGLE—Miss Barbara Engle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Engle, Ontario,
California, became the bride of Mr. Philip
Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Wilson,
Chino, California, August 20, 1965. The ceremony was performed in the Upland Brethren
in Christ Church, Pastor Eber B. Dourte
officiating.
WINGERD-COFFEY—Miss Judy Coffey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Boyde Coffey, La Puente,
California, and Mr. Dale Wingerd, son of the
late Mr. Asa Wingerd and Mrs. Ruth Wingerd,
Upland, California, were united in marriage,
August 2 1 , 1965. The ceremony was performed in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church, Pastor Eber B. Dourte officiating,
assisted by Rev. Eldon Wingerd, brother of
the groom.

Odctm/tM
BERT—Michael Felty Bert, born December
28, 1887 in Abilene, Kansas, passed away in
Chicago, Illinois, August 20, 1965. Death
resulted from being struck by a car on his
way to work.
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Cora Bert, two
daughters; Mrs. Lois Engemann, Chicago
Heights; and Mrs. Helen Seidler, Albuquerque,
New Mexico; six grandchildren; three sisters
and one brother.
For many years h e was a member of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Kansas. W h e n
moving to Chicago he became affiliated with
the Brethren in Christ Mission on Halsted
Street. His many activities over the years included teaching the adult Bible class; picking
up children and youth from non-Christian
homes for Sunday school and other youth
activities. As trustee much time was given to
care of the property, keeping it in repair. His
very regular attendance at all services will b e
greatly missed.
Funeral services were held in Chicago, Pastor Carl J. Carlson officiating assisted by Rev.
Marion Book, and Rev. Robert Anderson.
Further services were held at Abilene, Kansas.
Rev. M. M. Book and Rev. Glen Hensel
officiated. Burial was in the Union Cemetery.
DERSTINE—Mrs. Mary Kindig Derstine, born
March 23, 1889, passed away August 1, 1965.
She was the widow of Tyson D. Derstine who

PIERCE—Mrs. Annie Batman Pierce, b o m
July 2, 1880, passed away May 30, 1965.
She is survived by three daughters, two sons,
and eleven grandchildren. She was a member
of the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church.
Pastor Elwood C. Flewelling officiated at the
funeral with interment in the Lansdale cemetery.
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Annual M C C (Ontario) Meeting
MCC (Ontario) Annual Meeting will be
held in First Mennonite Church, 800 King St.
E., Kitchener, Ontario, on Saturday, November
27th, 1965.
This meeting will have three sessions which
begin at 10 a.m., 2 p.m., and 7 p.m. Dinner
and supper will be served at the church.
Bro. Andrew Shelley from Newton, Kansas,
will bring inspirational messages. The public
is invited.
Please note that this meeting is not scheduled in the winter as was last year's Annual
Meeting. This will, however, follow the pattern which was established earlier of having
the Annual C.H.P.C. Meeting in the fall.
"The Annual Meeting delegates consist
of Conference appointed representatives,
one for each 1,000 members or fraction
thereof,
and
congregation
appointed
representatives, one for each 200 members
or fraction thereof."
Will each conference and congregation
please appoint the delegates as outlined in the
quotation above from the constitution. These
delegates will b e voting at the business
meetings.
Daniel Zehr
Volunteer Tries to Make Friends
With Soviet Interpreters
Irene Bishop, Perkasie, Pa., Overseas Services worker in Algeria, reports that just across
the hall from her apartment in Al-Asnam live
two Russian girls who are interpreters for
Russian technicians stationed in that country.
Since these two Russian women generally
keep to themselves, Miss Bishop has tried
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World Missions
AFRICA
Field Chairman: P. O. Box 711,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. Ira M. Stern
Miss Velma R. Brillinger

Bishop's Residence:
Zambia,
Africa

Bulawayo,

Financial Secretary: P. O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Chester R. Heisey
Matopo Book Room: P. O. Box 554, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Zook
Mrs. Mary (Brenaman) Brechbill
Matopo Mission: Private Bag T 191, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman
Mr. and Airs. Robert T. Mann
Rev. and Mrs. J. Harold Stern
Miss Miriam G. Frey"
Miss Nancy J. Kreider
Miss Erma G. Lehman
Miss Dorothy M. Martin
Miss Eva Mae Melhorn
Miss Eva Mae Peters
Mr. Stanley H. Winger"
Matopo Outstations: Private Bag T 225,
awayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Bulgrien

Bul-

Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag M 102, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder
Miss Anna J. Graybill
Miss Ruth E. Hock
Miss Ruth T. Hunt
Miss Erma R. Mann
Miss Mildred E. Myers
Miss JoAnne Brubaker
Mr. Elwood D . Heisey"
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private
101, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. J. Myron Stern
Miss Gladys I. Lehman
Mr. Ronald H. Herr"

Bag M

Choma,

Choma Secondary School: P. O. Box 139,
Choma, Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker
Rev. and Mrs. Mervin A. Brubaker
Miss Lona S. Brubaker
Miss Anna L. Kettering
Jesse Stoner*
Stanley Eyster*
David Livingstone Teacher Training College:
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F . Fretz
Miss Fannie Longenecker
Macha Mission: Private Bag Uxc,
Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George K. Kibler
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker
Miss Edith E. Miller
Douglas Crider*
Macha Mission Hospital: Private Bag
llxc,
Choma, Zambia,
Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Robert K. Worman
Mr. David S. Groff"
Miss Mary E. Heisey
Miss Shirley A. Heisey
Nahumba Mission: P. O. Box 173,
Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe
Mr. Paul Kline"
Gerald Peckman*
Ronald Gayman*
Sikalonga Mission: P. O. Box 131,
Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Keith D . Ulery
Miss Martha L. Lady

Choma,

Choma,

" I-W and voluntary service workers
INDIA
General Superintendent's Residence, Banmankhi
Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, N. E.
Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Sider
Saharsa Mission: P. O. Saharsa, N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Miss Esther G. Book
Miss Erma Z. Hare
Barjora Mission: P. O. Barjora via Tirbeniganj,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober

Phumula Mission: Private Bag T 188,
ivayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk

Bula-

Madhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N. E
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann
Miss Leora G. Yoder
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, N. E. Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India
No resident missionary
B-4A Kailash Colony, New Delhi 14, India
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter

T

Wanezi Mission: Private Bag S 129, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Albert R. Harvey
Rev. and Mrs. Carl V. Ginder
Miss Mary C. Engle
Miss Miriam L. Heise
Miss Evelyn R. Noel
Mr. Dwight E. Rotz*
Wanezi Bible Institute: Private Bag S
wayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Titus M. Books
Rev. and Mrs. Fredric L. Holland

129,

Youngways Hostel (for missionary children):
40 Leander
Avenue,
Hillside,
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Miss Esther E . Hennigh"
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Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey, c/o Armor
Frey, R. 2, Conestoga, Pa. 17516. Tel. 717872-7062
Miss Dorothy Gish, c/o David Gish, R. 2.
Palmyra, Pa. 17078.
Miss Edna E. Lehman, c/o Miss Florence
Lehman, Route 9, York, Pa.
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur L. Pye, R. 4, Fenwick,
Ontario, Canada. Tel. 416-892-2919
Miss Mary Jane Shoalts, R. 1, Wellandport,
Ontario, Canada.
Miss Mary E. Stoner, R. 2, Box 75, Mifflintown, Pa. 17059.
Miss Edna M. Switzer, 524 South
Street, Clinton, Oklahoma 73601.

Tenth

BRETHREN IN CHRIST PERSONNEL
SERVING UNDER AND SUPPORTED BY
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, e/o Trans
World Radio, Box 141, Monte Carlo, Monaco
(Trans World Radio)

Miss Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court,
Devenish St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, South Africa
(Evangelical Alliance Mission)
David W . Van Der Bent, M.D., CCSA,
Commune M'CHIRA, par Chateaudun du
Rhumel (Constantine)
Algerie
(Mennonite
Central
Committee)
Miss Lois Raser, El Salvador, Zaco, Mexico
Miss Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evangelistic Mission)
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E . Thuma, P.O. Box 63,
Choma, Zambia, Africa.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, c / o Inst.
Linguistico de Verano, Apdo. 22067, Mexico
22, D.F., Mexico.

Contributions to World Missions
send to:
BiiETiniEN IN C H R I S T WOULD MISSIONS

Underhill Lane, Delhi, India
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith

P. O. Box 171
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Telephone 717-EM 7-7045

JAPAN
11 Tokaichi, Hagi-shi, Yamaguchi-ken,
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms

MISSIONARIES ON F U R L O U G H
Rev. and Mrs. David E. Climenhaga, Grantham, Pa. 17027. Tel. 717-766-9385

Miss Hazel P. Compton (Women's
Missionary Union) Christian Hospital, Jhokan Bagh,
Jhansi, U. P., India.

102,

Bag

A.

Miss Shirley Bitner, II. 29 Kailash Colony,
New Delhi 14, India. (Yi'C, Regions Beyond
Missions)

Mtshabezi Outstations: Private Bag M
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George E . Bundy

Phumula Mission Hospital: Private
188, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Miss Marjorie L. Hoover*

NICARAGUA
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C.
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth

Bishop and Mrs. J. Earl Musser

Bulawayo,

RHODESIA

Bishop's Residence: P . O. Box 111,
Rhodesia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. Alvin J. Book

P. O. Box 115,

Japan

1179 Higashi Fukugawa, Nagato-shi,
Yamaguchi-ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book
228, 4-Chome, Nukui-Machi,
Koganei-shi, Tokyo, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. John W. Graybill
4-283, 1 Chome,
Sekino-cho,
Kaganei-shi,
Tokyo, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook

Contributions to Missions in America
send to:
Andrew Slagenweit
West Milton, Ohio
Contributions to Peace, Relief and
Service Committee
send to:
Clair Hoffman, 320 S. Market Ave.,

Mt. Joy, Pa.
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to alleviate some of their loneliness by being
neighborly to them. On one occasion she
loaned them her flashlight when the apartment stairs light bulb burned out. On another
occasion she brought them a bucket of water
when the water supply was suddenly cut off,
and they did not have any water at hand.
Recently when they were at her place for
dinner she helped them order some items
from a Sears catalog.
"We hope, pray, and trust," Miss Bishop
writes, "that some time and in some way we
may befriend these people." Through such
small tokens of friendship she hopes to show
her Christian concern for them. The task is
made difficult by the fact that they don't
speak each other's language.
MCC Appeals For Towels And Sheets
In Canada; Yard Goods In U.S.
MCC needs 300,000 yards of cloth, 30,000
towels, and 20,000 sheets for distribution overseas this year. Two separate drives, one for
yard goods in U.S.A. and one for towels and
sheets in Canada, are being held this October.
Yard Goods
Cloth is urgently needed in Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. Western
clothing is not always appropriate, nor does
it always fit people in other countries, who
are shorter than Americans. On the other
hand, seamstresses can make use of yard goods
and further MCC's policy of self-help.
Rayon, cotton prints and plaids, flannel,
wool, corduroy, khaki, remnants, needles, and
thread have been requested. Monetary contributions of 50c per yard for bulk purchase
abroad are also acceptable.
Towels and Sheets
Towels are used as baby blankets, table
cloths, dish towels, and slings for babies.
Although all colors and sizes are acceptable,
dark or bright colors would be more practical.
Sheets are to be distributed to clinics, hospitals, orphanages, homes for the aged, and
other institutions. They may be any color, but
the single size is preferred.
Gifts of 50c for one towel and $1.75 for one
sheet may also be contributed. Requests for
towels and sheets have come from Africa,
Latin America, the Middle East, and Asia.
Vietnam: A Current Area of Need
There are approximately 200,000 refugees
in Vietnam living in appalling conditions and
indescribable suffering. They have left their
villages because they fear Viet Cong raids.
As a result of the "no sanctuary" policy of
the U.S.A., villages sheltering Viet Cong are
also raided by Americans. The villager is
ignorant cf the issues at stake and wants
nothing more than a safe place to sleep and
a chance to make a living.
Tire American government is providing
foodstuffs and an allowance for refugees, but
there is still a need for clothing. Since most
women can sew, few gifts would be appreciated more than yard goods.
Cloth bundles containing 3/2 yards white
cotton, 3/2 yards black cotton, 4K yards printed
cotton, needles, and thread have been requested.
Vietnam has been cited as only one example
where the opportunity to respond to those who
live without hope exists.
Most Canadian and U.S. churches will make
their appeals for towels and sheets or yard
goods in October. But others may schedule
their drives later. Instructions and publicity
materials have been sent to Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ pastors. Additional information and materials can be had by writing to
MCC, Akron, Pa. 17501 or MCC ( C a n a d a ) ,
104 Princess St., Winnipeg 2, Manitoba.

1964 MCC shipped 6,482,946 pounds (more
than 16 boxcars) of clothing, bedding, food,
medical supplies, Christmas bundles and other
supplies to Vietnam. Every month 160,000
loaves of bread are baked and distributed to
needy people.
Wherever possible, MCC works with and
through the local churches. In Vietnam, the
Old Mennonites and the Christian and Missionary Alliance have mission programs and
MCC co-operates with the missions and the
national Evangelical Church of Vietnam.
In the city of Nhatrang the Evangelical
Church and MCC have built a 28 bed hospital where a North American medical team,
consisting of a doctor and two nurses, and
Vietnamese helpers see over 36,000 clinic
patients and give hospital care to about 650
patients annually. The hospital chaplain, provided by the Vietnamese Church, is receiving
good response to his visits and messages. The
competence and Christian compassion of the
staff does not fail to make its impact upon the
community.
In recent months the undeclared war has
intensified. The result is that the number of
injured, homeless and hungry is increasing
daily. MCC feels led to escalate its ministry
of compassion. Another medical team plus
additional relief workers are to be sent as
soon as they can be found. There is a special
need for Canadians.
A doctor, several nurses, as well as mature
single men with mechanical, agricultural or
office skills are urgently needed. Volunteers
should know that Vietnam is a country of
risks, but it is also a country of challenge and
opportunity. MCC Paxman Daniel Gerber and
CMA missionaries Dr. Vietti and Rev. Mitchell
have been captives of the Viet Cong since
May, 1962. They will have a new understanding of what Paul means when he exhorts
the Romans ( a n d us) "to present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service." Who will
respond to this call?
Persons interested in this or any other MCC
service opportunity should write to: Personnel,
Mennonite Central Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

American Turncoat: 'Don't Worry
About Communism'
A former American Negro soldier, who
spent 11 years on the Chinese mainland, said
in Hong Kong Aug. 17 that all Americans
"should take a trip to (Red) China."
"You wouldn't have to worry about Communism in the United States at all after that,"
he asserted.
William Charles White, 34, was a corporal
of the U. S. Army. He was captured in 1950
in a skirmish outside the North Korean capital
of Pyongyang.
H e attended the "People's University" in
Peiping after refusing repatriation to the
United States under terms of the Korean
armistice in 1953.
White left the Chinese mainland Aug. 16
with his Chinese wife, Hsieh Ping, and a son
and a daughter.
"Superficially, e v e r y t h i n g . . . is great," he
said. "But you don't have to go very far
beneath the surface to see what life is really
like."
He summarized the life of the average
Chinese in one word: "pressure."

Observe NAE Week
October

25-31

*Plan a special service for Reformation
Sunday, October 31
' L a y plans for vigorous and constructive
involvement to reach your neighborhood with the gospel.
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Dr. Schweitzer Is Buried Near Jungle Hospital
Albert Schweitzer, hailed as one of the outstanding men of this century, was buried in a
simple and quiet ceremony on the day following his death, Sept. 4, at the age of 90.
Workers and patients from his famed jungle
hospital gathered along the banks of the
Ogooue River as the body of the physician,
humanitarian, philosopher, scholar and musician was lowered in a plain wooden coffin into
a grave marked by a cross he had made himself. The grave was next to an urn containing
the ashes of his wife, who died in 1957.

The Mennonite Central Committee is the
only Protestant relief agency in Vietnam. In
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Lay Training Called Urgent African Need
Africa's most urgent need today is in the
field of lay training, according to a 42-page
report just issued here by Bishop Ralph Dean,
executive officer of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.
The report, outlining the needs of the
Church in Africa's five Anglican Provinces,
adds: "The fact that half the population of
Africa is said to be under 21 years of age
gives special prominence to the need for youth
organizers in most provinces."
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